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August 18, 1958 


Brigadier General Andrew J. Goodpaster 
Staff Secretary 
The White House 
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Dear Andy: 


I enclose a short memorandum covering my briefing of Mr. 
Truman at Independence, Missouri, on Tuesday, August 12, the day 
before the President's General Assembly address. 
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Enclosed also is a more detailed memorandum prepared for 


our files by 


mHwho accompanied me, 

quite r e vealing~of Mr . Truman+s pr spared for 
our files accompanied mer which includes 

some interesting items quite revealing of Mr. Truman's present 
thinking . 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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18 August 1958 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Intelligence briefing of Mr. Truman at Independence. 

Missouri. Tuesday, 12 August 1958 


On Tuesday morning, August 12 last, after consulting with 
your office and with the Secretary of State, 1 called Mr. Truman in 
Independence, Missouri, and told him that there had been important 
developments in the Middle East since his briefing on July 30, and 
that if it was convenient for him, I would be glad to come to 
Independence that afternoon to bring him up to date on the latest 
developments. Truman expressed keen appreciation and said he 
would be very glad to see me. 

1 reached Mr. Truman*# office at Independence about 5:00 p. m. 
on Tuesday {the day before your address to the United Nations General 
Assembly) and spent somewhat over an hour with him, 1 gave him a 
full outline of developments over the preceding two weeks, including 
Khrushchev** trip to Peiping, the diplomatic correspondence with 
regard to a summit and then a General Assembly meeting, the situation 
in Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Africa 
and Iran. In conclusion, i dealt briefly with the Taiwan Straits and 
Chinat- Chicom developments. 


Mr. Truman followed with keen, attention, asked a series of 
questions showing that he was carefully following developments and 
stressed his own negative reaction to the Soviets predilection for big 
power settlement of small power problems. 

I told Mr, Truman that I had a draft of tins address which you 
planned to deliver the next morning before the UN if he wished to glance 
over it. Mr. Truman thanked me but said that he preferred to listen 
to the speech when it was delivered. However, he welcomed my sug* 
gestion that I give him a general outline of your address which X did, 
with emphasis on the economic proposals. 
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I made it clear that it was your personal wish, that Mr. Truman 
be kept up to date as he might desire with regard to the important 
international developments. Mr. Truman expressed keen appreciation 
and general agreement with the views you were presenting to the ON. 

At the end of the briefing he emphasised his desire to be as cooperative 
and helpful as 'a Missouri mule" could be. 

Attached for youj^U«^«^Mjnor^Ietailed memorandum of the 
briefing prepared my associate* who accom- 

panied me. 


alien W. Dulles 
Director 
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smJEC fZs Intelligence Briefing of Mr. ®ru»aa fey the Director of 

Central Intelligence at Independence, Tuesday, 12 August 

1956 
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1. »• Director of Central Intelligence briefed Mr. Tnaaoa la the 

letter’s private office la the &tmn Library, Independence, Missouri, 
free 4:50 to 6:00 p.n. on Ibesdoy, 12 August 1958. He Director was 
accompanied by Mo other person s were present. His was 

the second Intelligence briefing of Mr. Trunsonj the first having; been 
given on 30 July 1958 fey 

2. Before begi nning the I ntelligen ce briefing the Director said 
that be bad brought a draft of the speech which the President planned to 
swke at the IM General Assembly 00 Wednesday, the great Importance 
which the ftwaddeat attached to the speech as a Major contr ibution to the 
solution of t&A-&stera problems mm emphasized. the Director indicated 
that the speech was still feeing worked on sal that the section dealing 
with Jordan was to be exp a n d ed In consultation with the British. It was 
pointed cut that the speech drew attention to the similarity between the 
present crisis and critical periods during Mr. Truaan** administration 
and that it was the President *s wish to Insert Mr. Hunan’s none into the 
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speech In connection with our &*ermest'm rmsgem to then® earlier 
crises. 

3 , Mr. srwaam expressed deep appreciation for the consideration 
M. by the PrMldent aad eeld that he see toaebM end Iwrrt. He 
me glad to tow thet the Preeldent hieaelf wmld go to *"» »• < 40 
deliver the address sol signified Me approval eith «=ph*tlc geetoree. 
mawtle right place for the MeeoMloo of the Wd-lhetern proMee. 
mot ho ee. to coeplete e groe e rot elth the President la the preeldeot'e 
Insistence on this principle throughout the recent eorre^poodence Kith 

Mr. Khrushchev# 

k. In hie Intelligence briefing the Director followed the outline, 
copy attached, which he bed drawn up beforehand to bring Mr* Txmo up 
to date free the briefing given hi* on 30 ^y* *• briefing was 
referred to as background for Mr. Tr««»e **> to following the BS 
General Assembly session. 

5. la response to the Director’s review of the Soviet proposals 
for a suwit conference of five heads of goveiusent, including ». Wtiau, 
to*. D ana indicated his own negative reaction to the Soviet predilection 
for Big-lbwer settlement of amll-power prcblems. Be streeeed the topor- 
tance of the UK as the organization eetebltohed to protect the anall 
powers from just this kind of treatment. Mr, trusen recalled the Con- 
grass of Vienna as an outasoded form for the settlement of international 

problems. 
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6. B* Director mia It dtar that BrueBeter'e tmms* fee * 
meatlh* of M* Qenerel IwMr on the protlrm «. . to 

earner roeolutlooe, to eo. of «hlcb the U.5. IWelf had JOTpoe^ to 
refer the Kld-Ewrtere prcWa. to the Generol Aeeeetly. ShrMheher'e 

ehift la teetlee following the vlelt to MlpiaE “* ***" “ 
ewAnnt of the for « «eO‘ eooTereace. B» Olreetor 

develepet the eHolfleenee of IhrwhehaV. vlelt to Mplas la the coa- 
teet of e Stao-Sertet 4e»lro for * mmm it confereoee In rtrfeh the 
Chlnaee Qrawnlete wold hew an lneletent volee. when the w««ar 
deecr lhed the Chlneee Oamniet military end peiltleml jeeaeur* on the 
Chieeee Batloaallet joeltlon la the W* Strait area, me pert of the 
mens hy the Slno-Sovlet Woe a*mlaet the Meet, Hr. traen 


responded with coaetra* 

7. Mr. Trxmm iaeediately asfced about the situation in % cm and 
on being told that the Chinese Ccosanists had been withdrawing troops 
fM Horth Korea fa* said the* he had wonder^ If the jareeenre 
Fb^osa sight be a ruse car distraction to cover a revival of pressure 
inKbrwu He went on to express his doubts and suspicions concerning 
the Chinese Corammists and resorted on the difficulties which an 
Aeertean has ia understanding the Chinese. He eesetises thought he 
should have permitted General StecArtbur to go after the*. Mr. Truaan 
indicated his acute consciousness of the continuine danger to us arising 
out of the Chinese Ctewuaist threat in the ter Btet. As before, on the 
occasion of his briefing on 30 July, he alluded to his interest in 
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Sino-Soviet relations, adding this time that be was convinced the 

Russians were afraid of the Chinese. 

8. In the course of briefing on the principal developments in each 

of the Middle Eastern countries# and the Moslem Berth African states, 
the Birector stressed the difficulty of the British position in Jordan 
and elaborated on the nexus of problems arising out of Jordan’s plight. 
Mr. Tr um an observed that the present Jordan did not have the economic 
resources to maintain an independent existence. Apropos of a reference 
to Deputy undersecretary Murphy’s talks with Basir, Mr. Truman said that 
he would place no more trust in Basir than he would in a COEmmist. 

9 . During the concluding discussion of the Biddle East Mr. Orman 
tapped Afghanistan on the world globe by his desk and expressed the 
opinion that Afghanistan was lost now that the Soviet Union dominates 
her economically. The Director quickly qualified Mr. Truman’s factual 
references and took issue with the proposition that Afghanistan was lost. 
There was a general exchange of views in which Mr . Truman stressed the 
re lianc e which we could always place in the friendship of Bakistan and 
Turkey and Jo which the Director returned to the internal problems of 
the governments of Iran and the Sudan in relation to their desire to 
w intain a pro-Western position. 

10. Fin a lly Mr. Truman asked what would com of all this; tow 
could this difficult and dangerous situation end? What could we do to 

bring this area into an age of sanity? 

11. In response to Mr. Trumans question the Director turned to the 
draft of the President’s speech as containing proposed answers and 
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offered It to him to read should he so desire. Inasmuch as the speech 
ms still undergoing revision, Mr. Truman decided that he would wait to 
read it in its final form as given by the President and reported in the 
press. He signified a willingness, however, to talk about any proposals 
contained in the speech and there followed a discussion of its economic 
proposal. Hr. Truman said he felt sure he would he in complete agree- 
ment with all the proposals hut he particularly welcomed an effort to 
reach an economic solution, the economic approach being in his opinion 
the basic one for dealing with problems in the area. Be reiterated a 
belief which he had expressed earlier that the local revenues from oil 
could go a long way to solve Arab problems if only properly used by the 
Arab governments . As for Arab nationalism, he said we have every reason 
to foster it, hut not, he added. In the far® of a political unity im- 
posed by Sgypt. He did not believe political unity was what the Arabs 
truly desired or really needed and this they would see for themselves if 
only they would sit down calmly and apply their extraordinary resources 
to their mutual problems . 

12. At the end of the briefing, Mr. Truman repeated his expressions 
of graditude and of desire to be as cooperative and helpful as it was • 
possible for "a Missouri mule" to be. 
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Deputy Assist 

Current Intelligence 
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